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Good morning
 
Thank you for talking with us last week; the discussion was helpful.  I can confirm the
action points listed below are the ones agreed.
 

I look forward to hearing from you after the board meeting on the 7th December.
 
Kind regards

 

Web: www.oscr.org.uk | Sign up for our newsletter
 
This email and any files transmitted with it is intended only for the person(s) (the "Intended Recipient")
to whom it is addressed. It may contain information that is privileged and confidential within the
meaning of applicable law. Accordingly any dissemination, distribution, copying or other use of this
email or any of its contents by any person other than the Intended Recipient may constitute a breach of
civil or criminal law and is strictly prohibited. If you are not the Intended Recipient please contact the
sender as soon as possible. OSCR's email policy allows for limited personal use of its email system and
views expressed in such correspondence are solely those of the author. No liability is accepted for
viruses, and it is your responsibility to scan for viruses
 
From:  
Sent: 22 November 2024 10:15
To: 
Subject: Thank you

 
Hello 
 
Thank you for the meeting yesterday and please pass my thanks on to as well.
 
I just wanted to confirm that following the board meeting on 7th December, we will come back to you on
the following three points:

 
Please let me know if there is anything else or if I’ve missed something.
 
Best wishes,

 



 

 
Making Scotland the best place for LGBTQ+ young people to flourish and thrive
 
signature_3129531777

 

A company limited by guarantee (SC244805) and a registered charity (SC024047). Registered office at LGBT Youth Scotland, 3/2 30 Bell Street,
Glasgow, G1 1LG 

This email and any attachments are sent in confidence for the addressee only. If you have received it in error, please contact LGBT Youth Scotland
info@lgbtyouth.org.uk and delete the message. Internet communications are not secure and therefore LGBT Youth Scotland does not accept legal
responsibility for the contents of this message. Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of
LGBT Youth Scotland, unless otherwise specifically stated. If the content of this email is to become contractually binding, it must be made in writing
& signed by a duly authorised representative of LGBT Youth Scotland.

 

This email has been scanned for spam and viruses by Proofpoint Essentials. Click here to report this
email as spam.
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Good morning
 
Following the planned board meeting on Saturday, can you please let us know
when we might expect to receive a response from the charity regarding the
action points that were agreed during our meeting on 21 November.
 
I look forward to hearing from you soon.
 
Kind regards
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dissemination, distribution, copying or other use of this email or any of its contents by any
person other than the Intended Recipient may constitute a breach of civil or criminal law
and is strictly prohibited. If you are not the Intended Recipient please contact the sender as
soon as possible. OSCR's email policy allows for limited personal use of its email system
and views expressed in such correspondence are solely those of the author. No liability is
accepted for viruses, and it is your responsibility to scan for viruses
 





 

 

 
 
We hope that this closes off two matters and we aim to come back to you on the third by the end of
January.   If you do have further questions, representatives from the board have indicated that they
would be happy to meet to have a discussion around these topics further.
 
Best wishes,

 
 

 

 
Making Scotland the best place for LGBTQ+ young people to flourish and thrive
 
signature_3998826375

 
 

From: 
Date: Tuesday, 26 November 2024 at 09:49
To: 
Subject: RE: Thank you

WARNING: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 
Good morning
 
Thank you for talking with us last week; the discussion was helpful.  I can confirm the
action points listed below are the ones agreed.
 

I look forward to hearing from you after the board meeting on the 7th December.
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Good afternoon
 
Thank you for the board’s response; I will revert back to you once we have considered
this.
 
Kind regards
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email or any of its contents by any person other than the Intended Recipient may constitute a breach of
civil or criminal law and is strictly prohibited. If you are not the Intended Recipient please contact the
sender as soon as possible. OSCR's email policy allows for limited personal use of its email system and
views expressed in such correspondence are solely those of the author. No liability is accepted for
viruses, and it is your responsibility to scan for viruses
 

From:  
Sent: 11 December 2024 11:34
To: 

Subject: Re: Thank you
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Subject: Re: 2025-01-07 LGBT Youth Scotland- opening inquiry letter (A2214919)
Date: 16 January 2025 09:51:13
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Dear 
 
My apologies for the delay in acknowledging your email.      I’ve
forwarded your email to  and will pick this up next week when I
hopefully return to work.
 
Best wishes,

 

 

 
 

From: 
Date: Tuesday, 7 January 2025 at 16:22
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 2025-01-07 LGBT Youth Scotland- opening inquiry letter (A2214919)

WARNING: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 
Dear 
 
Thank you for your email of 11 December on behalf of the charity trustees. 
 
We have now had an opportunity to consider the responses in the email, and we do still have a
number of concerns about these that we need to take forward with you.  We are therefore
opening an inquiry under section 28 of the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act
2005.  The attached letter, which you should share as soon as possible with the charity trustees,
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light of the responses that you have provided to us on behalf of the charity.  The 
points at issue are: 
 

1. Whether the charity is operating within its objects 
The charity’s objects as stated in its articles of association as adopted on 27 
February 2021 are as follows: 

The Objects shall be to promote the benefit, to preserve and protect the 
physical, mental and spiritual good health, and to advance the education 
of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender young people between the ages 
of 13 and 25 within the area of benefit; by working towards the elimination 
of discrimination against, and to promote equality of opportunity for all 
lesbian, gay bisexual and transgender young people with a view to 
enabling them to participate fully in the social, economic and civic life of 
their communities. 

 
We understand that the charity has been providing educational material and 
training to staff in primary schools.  On the face of it, this appears to call into 
question whether the charity is operating within its objects, since primary 
school pupils fall below age range set out as the charity’s beneficiary group in 
the charity’s objects.   
 
I note from your email of 11 December 2024 that the charity trustees have 
discussed ‘our objects, the programmes we deliver as part of this and how our 
objects should reflect the programmes we undertake both now and in the 
future’,  

 
 
While I am glad to note the intention to resolve the issue, the charity trustees 
should note that we expect them to do so as a matter of urgency.  As set out 
below, one of the key duties of a charity trustee is to ensure the charity 
operates consistently with its purposes.  Failure to do this is a breach of duty 
and, potentially, constitutes misconduct under the 2005 Act. 
 
OSCR provides guidance to the sector on how to draft charitable purposes, 
and trustees may find it helpful to consider this guidance in the course of 
their discussions. 
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2. The charity’s engagement and public statements on the findings of the 
Cass Review and consequent developments in Scotland 

We note that the news statement on the pause in referrals from the Sandyford 
Clinic to Paediatric Endocrinology originally posted in April 2024 is still on the 
website at the time of writing (https://lgbtyouth.org.uk/news-statement-april-
2024/).  We note that the second part of the text is a statement on behalf of 
the charity’s Trans Rights Youth Commission.  It expresses disagreement with 
key findings of the Independent Review of Gender Identity Services for 
Children and Young People (‘the Cass Review’) and the pause in referrals. 
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I should also stress the need for the charity, as one set up to advance the 
education of its beneficiary group, to meet the requirements of providing 
public benefit under this charitable purpose.  In particular, charity  trustees 
should note the following part of OSCR’s guidance: 

Where a charity is providing education in respect of controversial issues it 
must do so in a way that allows the people being educated to make up 
their own minds.  In such cases, a charity should present information in a 
neutral and balanced way. If it reaches conclusions, they should be based 
on evidence, analysis and reasoning. Raising awareness about an issue to 
gain support for a campaign does not advance education, though it may 
be a way of furthering other charitable purposes. 

 
The charity trustees should also consider this guidance in their consideration 
of the charity’s objects and whether its activities are consistent with those.  
Our guidance on writing charitable purposes may also be helpful. 

 
 

The basis for our inquiries 
Our inquiries are made under Section 28 of the Charities and Trustee Investment 
(Scotland) Act 2005 (the 2005 Act) and are conducted in order to assist our 
understanding of the matters of concern. Opening an inquiry does not mean that 
we infer any wrongdoing on the part of the charity or the charity trustees. We will 
not reach any conclusions until we are satisfied that we have established the 
facts, and the charity trustees have had an opportunity to explain any actions 
they have taken. 
 
This inquiry is confidential. With the exception of professional advisors, such as 
lawyers or accountants, OSCR expects that you do not share the fact of this 
letter, its terms or any response you provide with any third parties.  In addition, I 
would note that any request for information under the Freedom of Information 
(Scotland) Act  2002 covering information gathered by us in the course of an 
inquiry would be considered in light of the appropriate exemptions relevant to 
formal inquiry activity. 
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OSCR’s regulatory interest 
 
Under the 2005 Act, the charity trustees have general control and management 
of the administration of the charity. Section 66 of the 2005 Act places the 
charity trustees under a number of general duties. They must:  
  

1. Act in the interests of the charity and must, in particular: -  
- seek, in good faith, to ensure that the charity acts in a manner which is 

consistent with its purposes;  
- act with the care and diligence that it is reasonable to expect of a 

person who is managing the affairs of another person; and 
- manage any conflict of interest between the charity and any person or 

organisation responsible for the appointment of the charity trustee.  
  

2. Ensure that the charity complies with any direction, requirement, notice or 
duty imposed on it in terms of the 2005 Act (‘the specific duties’).  

  
As a body, the charity trustees have a collective responsibility to act in the 
interest of the charity and comply with the specific duties. Any breach of these 
duties is to be treated as misconduct in the administration of the charity 
(‘misconduct’ includes mismanagement).  
 
Our ‘Guidance and good practice for Charity Trustees’ publication provides 
further information on charity trustee duties and the specific duties in the 2005 
Act. We recommend that all charity trustees read this guidance.  
  

Next Steps 
In your 11 December 2024 email you indicated that the charity trustees would be 
willing to meet to discuss these issues.  This is a helpful offer and in light of the 
complexity of these issues I think such a meeting would be the best way forward.  
It might be most helpful if we could meet before the meeting of the charity’s 
board at which the issues around its objects are due to be discussed, so that this 
discussion can be fully informed by our considerations on the issues involved. 
 
We would intend that this meeting would cover the following areas: 
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Many thanks I’ve just sent an invite. 
 
We would propose to structure the discussion around the issues raised in my letter to
you of 7 January.  As I said in my letter, we will not reach any conclusions until we are
satisfied that we have established the facts around these issues, and a key reasonfor this
meeting is to give you and the charity’s trustees an opportunity to explain decisions and
actions you’ve have taken and put forward any information that you think we should be
taking into account.  We’ll take a note of the meeting and you’ll have an opportunity to
confirm the accuracy of that before it’s finalised.
 
Please let me know if you have any queries beforehand.
 
I look forward to speaking next week
 
Kind regards

 
 

Web: www.oscr.org.uk | Sign up for our newsletter
 
 
 
From:  
Sent: 24 January 2025 10:35
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: Re: 2025-01-07 LGBT Youth Scotland- opening inquiry letter (A2214919)

 
Thanks for this 
 
My understanding is that our mornings are clear as well.   How about 10am? Attending would be 

 and myself.
 
Best wishes,



 

 
signature_3476133666

 
 

From: 
Date: Friday, 24 January 2025 at 10:25
To: 

Subject: RE: 2025-01-07 LGBT Youth Scotland- opening inquiry letter (A2214919)

WARNING: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.

 
HI 
 
Many thanks, that would be great – we can make a Teams call any time between 0930

and 1230 on the morning of Wednesday the 28th.  Please let us know what time would
best suit at your end and we’ll send an invite.
 
Kind regards

 

Web: www.oscr.org.uk | Sign up for our newsletter
 
 
 
From:  
Sent: 24 January 2025 10:16
To: 

 



Subject: Re: 2025-01-07 LGBT Youth Scotland- opening inquiry letter (A2214919)

 
Hi 
 
We’re looking to have at least two of the board to meet with you, hopefully next week if that works for
you both.   It would need to be on teams/zoom due to schedules.   I’m aware that you are looking to
meet prior to our board meeting on February 5th which unfortunately tighter than we would like due to
my absence.  As such, I  hope one of the following would work for you.
 
Afternoon of Tuesday 28th,
Morning of Wednesday 29th

We may also be able to manage the evening of Thursday 30th if that would be preferable, or the
weekend of 1st / 2nd February?
 
I’ve copied in those who we hope will be attending, 

 
Best wishes,

 

 

 

 
 

From: 
Date: Wednesday, 22 January 2025 at 16:20
To: 

WARNING: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.

 
Hi 
 
Thanks for keeping me in touch.  We’ll obviously do our best to fit in with your trustees on



dates and times in the interests of getting an early meeting.
 
Kind regards

 

Web: www.oscr.org.uk | Sign up for our newsletter
 
 
 
From:  
Sent: 22 January 2025 14:18
To: 

Subject: Re: 2025-01-07 LGBT Youth Scotland- opening inquiry letter (A2214919)

 
Hello 
 
Just to update,    
 
I note in the letter that you are looking to meet with members of the board prior to our next board
meeting on February 5th.   Unfortunately,  has a very full diary over the next two weeks and I am
reaching out to the wider board to confirm their availability.
 
I will come back to you as soon as I can.
 
Best wishes,

 

 

 

 
 

 











 
Should you have any queries, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  We look forward to
hearing from you in due course as to your intentions on the change of purposes.
 
Kind regards

 

Web: www.oscr.org.uk | Sign up for our newsletter
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use of this email or any of its contents by any person other than the Intended Recipient may constitute
a breach of civil or criminal law and is strictly prohibited. If you are not the Intended Recipient please
contact the sender as soon as possible. OSCR's email policy allows for limited personal use of its email
system and views expressed in such correspondence are solely those of the author. No liability is
accepted for viruses, and it is your responsibility to scan for viruses
 

From:  
Sent: 06 February 2025 15:46
To: 

Subject: LGBT Youth Scotland - update following 5 February Board Meeting
 

 
Please find attached a letter responding to points raised in the inquiry opening letter and our
subsequent discussion.  
 
Additionally, I

 
Please let me know what else you need from us, we’d happy to meet again to answer any further
questions and we look forward to hearing from you in due course.
 
Best wishes,
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Dear 
 
Thank you so much for this, your quick response is hugely appreciated. 
 
In relation to the proposed new objectives, thank you for looking at this so comprehensively and we
really welcomed the feedback.   We’re looking to adopt the amendments you suggested below in full. 
 
We have the paperwork prepared to submit the application to change our constitution.  

  
 

 
  

   

 
Please can you also advise on next steps regarding the inquiry?
 
Thank you again and best wishes,

 

 

 
 

From: 
Date: Friday, 14 February 2025 at 13:32
To:
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Good morning
 
An application for consent should be submitted to OSCR as soon as possible, to allow us
to consider and approve the changes before the board meeting on the 1 March.  After the
board meeting, you should then notify us of the changes made and lodge the revised
Articles of Association with Companies House too.
 
With regards to the next steps of the inquiry, once we receive notification of the changes,
we will look at closing the inquiry file at that time. 
 
I hope this helps and we look forward to receiving the consent application in due course.
 
Kind regards
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Our ref:  MI/INQ/24-0076
 
Dear Trustees
 
We write to advise you that following information made available to
OSCR, we have some concerns about the above charity that need to be
brought to the attention of the charity trustees.  Please ensure that all charity
trustees are aware of this communication. 
 
The concerns we have relate to a safeguarding issue within the charity,
particularly around the advice given to young people who are self-harming.
 
Under the 2005 Act, you as charity trustees are responsible for the general
control and management of the administration of the charity.  Section 66 of
the 2005 Act places the charity trustees under a number of general duties.
You must act in the interests of the charity and must, in particular:-
 
• seek, in good faith, to ensure that the charity acts in a manner which is
consistent with its purposes;
• act with the care and diligence that it is reasonable to expect of a person
who is managing the affairs of another person; and
• manage any conflict of interest between the charity and any person or
organisation responsible for the appointment of the charity trustee.
The charity trustees must ensure they are aware of the sensitivities around
how they advise volunteers to help those who are self-harming and to the
individuals themselves who are self-harming.  The charity trustees must
ensure they are not being seen to be approving or encouraging this behaviour
but rather should ensure they are recommending that the individual seeks
professional help from suitably qualified medial staff.
 
OSCR has produced its own safeguarding guidance which we would encourage
all the charity trustees to read - OSCR | Safeguarding Guidance: Keeping
vulnerable beneficiaries safe.
 
For now, we are merely bringing these allegations to the attention of the
charity trustees and we expect you to consider the issues, take appropriate



advice if necessary, and ensure yourselves that you are complying with your
legal duties as charity trustees. If any further concerns are received, we will
consider whether it is appropriate to open an inquiry into the charity.
 
Kind regards
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Our ref:  
 
Good morning
 
I refer to my email of 20 August and to a follow up telephone conversation we
had on 11 September.  

Please can you provide an update of the progress
of the  and also when can we expect to receive the boards
response?
 
In addition to the above, OSCR has further information we would like to share
with the board.  We have been made aware that the charity is carrying our
educational activities in primary schools.  The objects as set out in the
charity’s Articles of Association at clause 5 state:
 
“to promote the benefit, to preserve and protect the physical, mental and
spiritual good health, and to advance the education of lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender young people between the ages of 13 and 25 within the area
of benefit; by working towards the elimination of discrimination against, and to
promote equality of opportunity for all lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
young people with a view to enabling them to participate fully in the social,
economic and civic life of their communities.”
 
The above specifies that young people between the ages of 13 and 25 will
benefit from the activities of the charity therefore if the charity is now
undertaking activity of any sort in primary schools, then the objects clause
above will need to be amended to reflect this.  Prior consent from OSCR must
be sought in order to make changes to the objects; the application form can
be found here - OSCR | Change your charity’s purpose(s).
 
Kind regards
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